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willing to spend the time required, and even to work for years at a
low salary in a professional job, because their friends and families
admire them for being "intellectual," ask their advice, and in gen-
eral hold them in high esteem which compensates in some measure
for lack of a better income. To a large extent these compensations
are lacking to a Navaho who achieves higher education, and in fact
he is somewhat suspect for having turned to white men's ways, so
that if the salary is low, there is practically no advantage to him at all.
THE NAVAHO CHILD AS PICTURED BY THESE TESTS
SUPPOSING the items discussed in this chapter were the only things
known about the Navahos, what could be said of their general char-
acteristics? To begin with, it is quite obvious that The People are
not particularly incomprehensible. They have a number of interests
and attitudes that are entirely familiar to white people. Beyond that,
one might draw the following inferences:
1.   The Navahos must be a practical folk to have so much concern
for property and for work. One might hazard the guess that live-
stock is more important at Navaho Mountain than at Shiprock, since
it is the sort of property that Navaho Mountain children mention
oftenest.
2.   There seem to be good feelings among members of the family.
Parents particularly have pleasant associations for their children. Sex
divisions are fairly definite, the boys aligning themselves with the
fathers and the girls with the mothers. Persons beyond the limits of
the family are felt to be something of a threat. Thus one might sur-
mise that the family is a warm, affectionate group which keeps a
good deal to itself, a situation which would be intensified by the
sensitivity of the children to the kind of appearance they make to
"other people."
3.   Supernatural creatures are both real and dreadful to the chil-
dren.   This goes far beyond the concern of white children with
"bogeymen" and corresponds more nearly to the place held by "dev-
ils" and "evil spirits" (of spiritual or human .form) in European
society in bygone centuries and among some European peasants even
today. While little is said of the positive, supporting aspects of their
religion, the fact that they have such a lively awareness of the nega-
tive aspects indicates that religion plays an important part in their
lives.